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Prolouge 
This research paper is a brief account of the historical and geographical background of the Eritrea and its people and the social origins and the social structure of the various groups that constitute Eritrea proper. It is no doubt that failing to identify a problem means failing to cure it. But we as Eritreans we could never reach into the horizon of prosperity peace and affluence, with out curing the ills of our society. 
Content:-

For convenience purposes this research paper is divided in to four broad topics and a conclusion. The major headings are as following:-

1. The geographic location of Eritrea.

2. Social structure of the Eritrean community.

3. The social Pillars of the Eritrean community.

When we say the social pillars of the Eritrean community it is meant with it the basic and important factors that influence the daily lives of the Eritrean society, such as religion, land, tribe, family, provenance, culture, language, and traditions.

4. Challenges facing the Eritrean community.

This fourth topic which mainly deals with the challenges facing the Eritrean community primarily focuses on; the role of religion in society and state affairs, the question of tribalism, national reconciliation and peaceful coexistence, languages in Eritrea, educational curriculum and the language of instruction, the question of land and its ownership and infrastructure.   

The Geographic location of Eritrea

Eritrea is located in the western coast of the Red-Sea facing the Arabian Peninsula, falling between 12.5-18 degree latitude N and 36.5-43 degree longitude E, bordering the Sudan to the North, Ethiopia to the south, Djibouti to the south East and with the red-sea to the east. The area of Eritrea is 124,3202  kilometer. Eritrea owns a very important and strategic costal line in the western red-sea coast reaching to 1116 Km in length. Eritrea owns a very strategic and unique geographic location proximate to the Suez-canal, which serves as a gate way both to the straights of Bab-elmendeb and the Mediteraninan Sea. It’s because of this strategic location, that the Eritrean people have been denied of their right to self-determinism in the 1950s, and remained under the grips of successive alien imperialist and colonial powers for decades to come. 
 Historical records narrate that, the ancient Romans, Greeks and Pharonite Egypt named the area of what is today Eritrea, as the red-sea. The Romans, once in their highest stage of civilization are believed to have named the same area of what is today Eritrea as “sinus Eritryos” during the medieval period of history the area of to today’s Eritrea came to be known as, mdri-bahri, which is the Tigrinya equivalent to “the land of the Sea” or the “land next to the sea” in English. This confirms that, the latest nomenclature was a local one. Arab traveler documents and historical records attest that, the area of what is today Eritrea used to be known by Arab Historians and Historiographers as an extension of the Islamic conclave. Eritrea proper, the contemporary name of today’s Eritrea was adopted in January 1 1890 by the thence, king Umberto of Italy, after the Italians have put Eritrea under their control and named it an official Italian colony.
Eritrea owns nearly 360 islands, of which the biggest ones are, the Dahlak archipelago, which in turn consists of a number of islands and isles, Hawakil, Aguz, and Dela-Nura. These islands on an aggregate occupy an area of 1389 Km.Sq. in addition to that; Eritrea possesses a number of Isles on the red-sea. The population of Eritrea reaches 4-5 million. There are nine languages in Eritrea, of which Arabic and Tigrinya are written and other unwritten languages which mainly include the language groups; Tigre, Baza, Barya, Blien, Denakil, Ilit, Hidareb and Saho. With the Exception of the Eastern costal areas, most parts of Eritrea Enjoy a moderate climate and receives a considerable rain in winter. The eastern lowlands of Eritrea, contrary to most parts of Eritrea, receive rain in summer. Places found in between these two different climatic zones, such as semhar, and filfl, by virtue of their geographic location receive rain two times a year, which makes them to be bi-modal regions. Eritrea is traversed by different lakes and rivers, to name some of the biggest ones; Setit, Anseba, Gash, Barka, Mereb and Tekeze. Sorgum is the most popularly used grain in Eritrea and is widely grown in the western and eastern lowlands. Taff and wheat are also popular and widely grow in the highlands, as they need cold climate to grow. Several other food grains are also grown in the costal areas of the red-sea. Eritrea’s chief cities include; Asmara, Mendefera, Adi-Kuala, Adi-keyh, Senafe, Segeneyti, Deqemhare, Keren, Hagaz, Akurdet, Barentu, Tesseney, Umhager, Nakfa and the portal cities of Massawa and Assab.

Eritrea’s Economic-Resources:-

Agriculture and animal herding constitute a way of life for 90% of the Eritrean population, leading it to be the back bone of the Eritrean economy, which constitute to about 5% of the internal produce. In addition to the above mentioned economic source Eritrea is believed to be rich in livestock, sea treasure and minerals. Though, the red-sea and its mineral riches are not yet discovered comprehensively, it is greatly expected that the red-sea could be rich in minerals. Hitherto, the availability of gold, iron, salt, and petroleum is believed to have been discovered. In addition to that Eritrea have important places attractive for tourism and the potential for setting up food and agricultural industries. Currently, Eritrea imports 80% of its food and material needs from abroad. 
The social composition of the Eritrean Community:-

In the past, Eritrea, by virtue of its impressive geographic location and its ameliorating climate used to be the melting-pot of migrations coming from, South-Arabia, South Egypt, from the Heart of Africa, Upper Nile, the borders of the modern Sudan and Ethiopia. Latter, in varying epochs and periods of time, a conglomerate and diverse nationalities such as; the Kurds, the Turks and Persians are believed to have came and settled amidst and mingled with the local population in Eritrea. The diverse social groups that constitute the Eritrean social landscape are the result of these thousand of years of migrations and the consequent process of intermarriage and intermingling. History tells us that, the first Ethnic groups to establish their foothold in what is today Eritrea were, the Nilotics followed by the Hamatics, people with Arab ancestry i.e. semetics and saboeans and the cushites. Though the people of Eritrea today as a whole, is the result of the above mentioned process of intermingling, but it is visible today (in the language of the people, names e.t.c...) That, the semetic and Hamatic influence was dominant and outweighs the other influences. The fact that, the idea of a pure race in history is a myth, it should be hinted here, that wither the Hamatics or Semetics none of them retains a pure parentage, free of intermingling of any sort. It is patent to see diverse Moslem belivers, united by mutual cooperation, geographically living together in one region, who lead a similar way of life, who follow Islam as a religion and speak Arabic as a common language, to have divergent origins. In the other way round what is meant here is that, speakers of one language don’t always mean that they have the same origin. It is obvious that, there are some people who speak more than one language, while there are others who drop their language and adopt other people’s languages. There are people also who adopted other local languages but at the same time still use the Arabic letters while retaining their Arab ancestry. 
The social pillars of the Eritrean community:-

Every society has its own social foundations that serve as the pedestal where its social-fabrics stand. The stability, tranquility and continuity of a given society rests on the question that wither these social pillars are preserved and safeguarded or not.

1. Religion:- 

The advent of Christianity in Eritrea extends back to the last tail of the 4th century AD. Islam began to spread its tentacles to Eritrea, in varying periods of time after Christianity. Islam came into Eritrea with the advent of the earliest companions of the prophet Mohammed into our region in the 7th century AD. Through trade and commerce, missionary activities and Islamic conquests Islam, at the end of the day, became the dominant religion with the greatest number of followers in Eritrea. Eritrean Muslim believers are followers of the Sunni sect of Islam with variance at the four Islamic schools of thought. Though it is know that, there are followers of traditional religion or animists in Eritrea, but due to missionary activities, the propagation of Islam and the social and political transformation impacted by the Eritrean struggle for independence, animism an a traditional religion is dying out. It should not be diminished or dismissed that Religion have its deep scar of influence in the daily activities and the way of life, of the Eritrean society, influencing the relations between relatives, family, neighbors, and the like. The distinguishing marks of the Eritrean community’s cherished values, no doubt, emanate from religion. 
While it is understood that, religion plays an important role in the daily lives of the Eritrean society, some of its roles could be aptly summarized as follows:-

1. Religion is the fountain from where cherished human values spring.

2. Religion is one of the main sources of leading a tranquil and descent life, besides being a gateway of reconstruction and progress and a remedy for economic, social and political chaos. The sectarian PFDJ’s dictatorial regime in his attempt to use religious leaders to campaign against the spread of HIV Aids seems to have understood this hidden role of religion in society.
3. Religion besides being the crux of mutual respect and peaceful coexistence it is also the compass of affluence and advancement of the Eritrean society. It is understood that in Eritrea Christians and Muslims have harmoniously coexisted together for centuries with out inciting a religious conflict of the slightest scale. Even in times of critical junctures in the history of Eritrea if a cleavage really did happen between Muslims and Christians, it never erupted into an open religious conflict.
2. Land:-

Though the area of Eritrea is 124,320 Km Sq, only 26% of this total area is an arable land. Eritrea is divided in to 9 administrative zones adopted during the Italian colonial period. These 9 provinces are; the provinces of Seraye, Akeleguzay, Hamasien, Denkel, Semhar a.k.a the red-sea province, Sahl, Senhit, Gash and Barak provinces respectively. Land tenure in Eritrea varies from place to place and from province to province and it was based on local established rules and regulations. The major systems of land tenure in Eritrea are the following:-
1. Rsti:- this way of land tenure was widely practiced in the highlands and it varied from place to place with in the highland. According to the rsti, land is owned collectively and passes from generation to generation on a collective basis.

2. Dominalle:- according to the dominiale system of owning land, which was widely practiced in the lowlands of Eritrea, land belongs to the government or colonizing power. The dominalle was not widely practiced in villages because in such local areas land was partitioned among families and clan. 
3. Land tenure under the PFDJ’s administration:-

The PFDJ after its ascension to power dismissed all previous land owning practices and declared that all land belongs to the state. It should not escape our imagination that this move has created an aura confrontation between the government and society, as it also carries with it the seeds of future discord and disaster.
3. Tribalism:-

Tribalism is some thing that has to do with human nature and creation as a whole but it is not something that man acquires it on his own choice. It is because of this that, any human being has a distinct tribe, as differed to others in color, skin or any other distinguishing feature, to which he belongs and recounts his provenance. Tribalism if understood and used in the right sense could be a source of integrity and mutual coexistence. The Eritrean community is made up of different social groups with divergent and diverse origins. The presence of diverse religious believes, mosaic languages, in Eritrea attests the diversity of origin of the Eritrean people. The Eritrean community is a rigid and conservative community that ever pulls the strings of its origin, but less in pulling its tribal strings. A tribe is a group of families reckon a common ancestor, speak a common language, and follow the same culture and traditions united by a common interest. A tribe establishes relations with other tribes availing itself in the prosperity and adversity of other friendly tribes, pays indemnity, mediates conflicts...e.t.c.  A person’s dependency to a tribe may help him realize his social needs and to gain coverage for his life expenses. In this pattern, tribal propensities should be viewed as constructive but not as destructive. The other way round, if tribalism is taken as a criterion for favoritism, cronyism and nepotism then it is likely that it could have disastrous results.
4. Family:- 
There could not be a healthy social fabric with out, a healthy family life. Family is the nucleus of the Eritrean social fabric. The origin of a family is a married couple that subsequently gives birth to children who eventually, form the family together. A family is a social unity bound together by compassion love and harmony. In the Eritrean society like other patriarchal societies it is the man who takes the responsibility of the family. In Eritrea, parents occupy a very revered place in the eyes of their off springs as a result of which parents enjoy a higher degree of filial piety. Children are brought up and nurtured in a way that they respect their parents. Parents have the responsibility to nurture rear and educate their off springs. The family in most of the times and in different societies is regarded as the first school where children are taught rudimentary values on discipline and conduct. Mother in the Eritrean community is regarded as a shield of the community. Eritrean women generally don’t stray themselves from the male of their community in social and human affairs and even went beyond that to break a record by their equal participation in the Eritrean struggle for independence and made their lasting contribution in its victory. Still women in Eritrea today they face pressure on an array of issues including forced marriage, rights to own land, male dominance and e.t.c. 
5. Nationalism and identity:-

Eritrean nationalism has its roots during the era of struggle for independence. The search for a common identity always springs from the presence of a commonly shared views and mutual convergence in a point of ones. This gives birth to a distinct identity that distinguishes a particular society or nation from another. A strong identity is built on a strong pillar of the social fabrics of society. We Eritreans, if our identity is desired to be healthy and strong we need to be sure of wither the pillars of the social fabrics of our society are healthy enough or not. Based on the aforementioned pillars of social fabrics which mainly include; land, religion, language, culture, history and a common destiny we can identify the presence of two distinct identities in Eritrea:-
1. Islamic identity:-

By Islamic identity we mean an identity that comprises of the majority of Eritrea’s Moslem believers, who may speak different languages, may have different norms and traditions but share a great degree of unity between them. What ever it may be, Moslem believers either geographically and historically, culturally and traditionally they are more proximate and have strong attachment with the Arab world. 
2. Christian identity:- 

By Christian identity we mean an identity comprising of those Christians who are speakers of the Tigrinya language considered close both in language, culture and origin to their kinsmen in tigray, in northern Ethiopia. 
The presence of two identities in Eritrea is doe’s not a contradiction and could not lead to the disturbance of the social and political order in Eritrea. If good governance and mutual respect avails then the presence of two identities in Eritrea doesn’t prove to be perilous. This problem is not a problem facing Eritrea only. It could be observed in different parts of the world across a wide spectrum of societies. The dangers of this scenario lie in the attempts of one group trying to impose forcefully its norms and traditions on the other. The fact culture is the pedestal on which, the very pillars of identity firmly stand, it could be said that, the cultural origin of the Eritrean people is closely intertwined by history and a claim to common semetic ancestry. Christianity itself was introduced in to Eritrea or our region in general through a Syrian monk named Fermentius and it is also believed that Arabic has been used by the Christian churches for a very long period of time. for these and other reasons Arabic as a language has its roots deep in side the Eritrean society and is used side by side along with Tigrinya as a language of communication in daily activities and interaction. The Tigrinya language itself traces its origins to the semetic language group along with Arabic.

6. Language:-  
It is patent that any society has its own language which enables it as a medium of communication and a facilitator of interaction. Language is regarded as a placard of identity, culture and social relations. According to article 38 of the Eritrean constitution of the 1952, which was ratified by the United Nations, Arabic and tigrina, were regarded as the official languages of Eritrea. These two languages belong to the semetic language group.
Challenges facing the Eritrean society

By the challenges facing the Eritrean society is meant here, to the problems existing with in the various social groups in Eritrea, which must be comprehensively solved in a fair way that respects and safeguards the political, cultural and social rights of the Eritrean social groups.
1. The relationship between religion and the state/ the role of religion in society:-

In a time when all Eritrean Muslim believers seem to have a common stand of shared perceptions on the issue of culture and language, most of them also diverge on the issue of role of religion in the state and society. There exists a bevy of secular Moslems, who totally dismiss the role religion from the state and who are regarded by many as being nearer to the Christian camp. The justification forwarded by this small group with secular orientation is that, religion should remain aloof from politics or unless it would prove disastrous on the part of the society. Further this group states that, religion denotes to the relationship between God and his fellow creature revolving around worship, so it is private and should be left to the private realm. Islamic main stream considers religion as an important ingredient in the social make-up of the Eritrean society. Springing from this, the majority of Moslems argue that, it is patent that, religion could have its influence in politics as in other social activities. If religion is dismissed from politics, then life seems to be incomplete, for the very reason mentioned above. Because religion has to with nature and its crux is nothing more that a package of moral codes of conduct and virtues. 
1. Racial and Ethnic discrimination:-

By ethnic or racial narrowness is meant here, is the use of ethnic or narrow cards in a political work. The Eritrean society is a typical oriental society that has not yet fully repudiated backward ethnic disposition. But relatively speaking and in comparison to other neighboring societies the Eritrean society’s ethnic and racial disposition is superficial in nature. And it could go this way that the Eritrean society is a harmonious and concordant society. This harmony and concordance is the result of the process of intermarriage and intermingling that homogenized the Eritrean people as a whole, which in turn led to the narrowing of linguistic, religious and cultural gap between the various ethnic groups. The Eritrean people are generally immune from regional, tribal, or ethnic narrowness and backwardness. Generally speaking, disagreements between social groups in Eritrea emerge in matters that revolve around land and minor administrative issues. But even in these circumstances, never and never such disagreement degenerates into a bloody conflict. Unity between various social groups is most of the time attained in the face of a political challenge. This unity attained against a political challenge could also be tempted in time and collapse amidst political challenges and temptations. The failure of unity amidst political challenge in Eritrea has been attributed to the failure of its narrow and sectarian leadership in varying periods of time, who resorted to ethnic politics and changed the political scene in to competing ethnic and sectarian factions. We in the Eritrean Islamic congress, it is our opinion that it is better to repudiate such pernicious and backward mentalities who doesn’t serve the interest of the nation. That is why this point forms one of the most important parts of our organizational program, principles and strategy. To get out of this circuitous path we believe there need to be the creation of strong and just Islamic current that propagates mutual respect, strives for equality and recognizes the rights and duties of citizens. The unity of Muslim believers with in them on the road towards ensuring national reconciliation with Christian believers is a determinable factor. This reconciliation is the precondition on which the very progress, peace and tranquility of the Eritrean society definitely rests. If we ensure once that, we have built our unity and fraternity in a healthy manner, it is only then that with utmost certainty we can realize the above mentioned objectives. Helpful to reach to the dream line are the following points:-
1. Islam:- the principles and teachings of Islam call for cooperation, mutual understanding unity.

2. Arabic language:- though Muslim believers in Eritrea may speak different local languages it should not be forgotten that, Arabic is a unifying language spoken by all of them on a daily basis.  
3. Customary-Law:- all Eritrean Muslim believers have their own customary laws drawn from Islamic code of conduct. This is an important point of unity for them.
4. Homogeneity:- the process of intermingling and intermarriage between the diverse Eritrean social groups has contributed to the narrowing of the gap between the various groups, which in turn makes unity between them easier. 
5. Origin:- most of Eritrea’s diverse social groups have a some-what similar origin, which in turn this makes unity between them easier. 
6. Common interest:- 
Eritrean Moslem believers find themselves under a common threat of civilizational, economic, and political challenges which make them stand and work together for both religious reasons and mundane interests.
7. Common destiny:-

In a Darwinian world where the fittest survives and in the face of competing groups who work jointly to force their will on others, Moslems are faced with the option of either surrender or unite and jointly stand for a common future.

8.  National reconciliation:-
 National reconciliation is an important prerequisite for the materialization of peace and stability in the Eritrean society. It is also a guarantor of his sovereignty and independence. The issue of national reconciliation is a challenge that must be faced by the Eritrean community, its political forces, because, national reconciliation entails the transcendence of linguistic, religious, and cultural backwardness. Such an event in Eritrea was the realization of Eritrean independence. 
Mutual and peaceful national coexistence depends on the following important points

1. The genuine believe and acceptance of the current situation in Eritrea and the diversity of its social groups.

2. Principled and pragmatic believe that by focusing on and sharpening ethnic religious and cultural cleavage there could not be peace, tranquility in our society. 

3. Believing that the PFDJ’s regime and its sectarian policies has destroyed the social fabrics of our society and has played one social group against another through divide and rule mechanism. Some of these problems created by the regime include:-
· Only 16% of the total number of Moslems occupy government positions in the country.

· Confiscating land originally owned by Moslems and handing it over to Christians and the problems created by these demographic changes.
· Impediments made by the regime over the returnees who were resettled in Eritrea.
· The categorization of Islam as the forth religion in the country in terms of religious rights, proceeded by Catholic, orthodox, and protestantinism, while in reality the first three ones are no more than sects with in Christianity.
· The introduction of the mother tongue language as the medium of instruction in villages and towns, where the inhabitants are largely Moslems. This in turn thwarted the participation of Moslem students in higher education to the point of 8%. 
· Considering Arabic language as an alien language and hence the tigrinization of erstwhile Arabic schools established by the ruling party during the struggle period in different refugee camps in the Sudan. 
· The attempts to weaken Arabic language by the introduction of education through mother tongue language under the guise of “equal opportunities for all languages”.
The above mentioned evil practices perpetrated by the PFDJ’s regime I some thing that destroys the fabrics of the Eritrean society and in the long run puts the question of peaceful national coexistence and harmony in to jeopardy. So it should be condemned by the Christians before the Moslems. 
If the need exists for the establishment of a social contract that enables the Eritrean society to lead a happy prosperous and bright future, them the contract must put into consideration the following important points.

· Recognizing the religious, ethnic, and cultural diversity of the Eritrean people and the backdrop that created them. And springing from here to build the Eritrean community.

· Believing that, the realization of social and cultural rights is a necessary precondition for the realization of political rights. The continuity of Eritrea and the unity of its people and territorial integrity rest on securing equal opportunities for both the languages and culture of the two identities i.e. Arabic and Tigrinya.

· The establishment of a just system that respects the rights of all Eritreans and guarantees peace, security, stability and social justice. 

· The introduction of fidelity, transparency as the guiding principles of political work. Abiding by and respecting international treaties and conventions.
· Believing that, religion and religious values constitute the corner-stone of national reconciliation and harmony.

· Avoid forcing smaller groups to compromise on their rights in order to reach a point of agreement regarding the process of national reconciliation and harmony.
· Apprehending that, by national reconciliation is not meant casting off religion from the social realm. 

1. Ethnic Groups:-

In the philosophical sense of the word as such there doesn’t exist any ethnic group in Eritrea. Ethnic categorization in Eritrea is primarily based on language, and that way of classification doesn’t satisfy the definition of an Ethnic group in the proper sense of the word. But this way of classification was aimed at keeping the Moslems divided and disunited. But to the contrary Moslem’s sense of belongings in Eritrea transcends ethnic, tribal and cultural differences. Because what Moslems in Eritrea really do know is, their common Arab Islamic legacies and shared culture. As a manifestation of this, in 1952 all Eritrean Moslems have stood together in front of the Eritrean parliament to incorporate Arabic as an official language in the federal constitution. 

2. Refuges and the question of resettlement and demobilization:- 
Though refugee as an event in Eritrea started in 1967, it continues to date. No body likes to out of his country but problems may force any one to leave his country and ask refugee in another country, where he gets his fate tied to the mercy of others and leads a life of utter disgrace and moral turpitude. The refugee problem may have some of its positive aspects but it should not be forgotten also that it also have its negative effects such as social degeneration and the disappearance in the obscurity of exile. The first affected from the negative consequences of refugee are the Moslems. Long years in exile and the weakness of the opposition have contributed in the eyes of many, to the desperation of Eritreans towards the Eritrean cause and have led them in return to marry and mingle with the local societies where they settled. The other problem relating to this is that, the regime uses the resettlement program to balance his new demographic policy. 88% of the one million Eritrean refugees still lingering in refugee camps in Sudan are Moslems who upon discovering the government’s intentions and its demographic policies dropped the resettlement option. Only 18% of the above mentioned total number of refugees are believed to have returned home.  
3. Educational Curriculum and the language of instruction:-

Education, plays a very important role in the definition and promotion of societal goals, and serves as a barometer of equality and social justice. The PFDJ’s educational policy and its philosophical foundations are likely to jeopardize the future generation of the Eritrean society. One of the clear weaknesses of this curriculum is that courses related to Islamic religion and Arabic language are left undone and don’t constitute part and parcel of this curriculum. In addition to this, in an attempt to weaken Arabic as a language a new system of learning branded “education through mother tongue language” has been instituted under the wag of equal opportunity for all languages. In short the PFDJ’s educational curriculum and policies are aimed at creating a future generation stripped off his identity and the cherished values of the Eritrean society. In reality it did not took much time for the Eritrean people to identify the acheels heel of this curriculum and its long term negative impacts. As a manifestation of this several families remained reluctant of sending their children for schooling. And instead he began sending his children in to religious schools and institutions.

4. Reconstruction and infrastructure:-

On the outset, Eritrea owned a good infrastructural buildings built during the Italian colonial period which included, a 3016 long asphalt road, 316 Km long train road, an international air-port, numerable dams, veterinary research centers, telecommunications, and the like. Nevertheless, much of these infrastructural buildings were dismantled and moved into Ethiopia by the Ethiopian colonial regimes and largely destroyed by the thirty year long war of independence. After independence though on the outset the PFDJ’s provisional government, took a half-hearted initiatives in building roads, dams, and bridges but events were reversed as a result of the government’s short-sighted economic, political and military policies that plunged the country in to a quicksand from which escape is impossible. If the ultimate aim of a nation-building project is not the citizen then that project is a lame at all. Eritreans under the PFDJ’s regime are forced to go through the toughest of their times. They are made to linger in servitude with out destination and pay their lives in unjust and unnecessary wars. To escape from the harsh of life engulfing Eritrea and its people, the youth are fleeing the country enmasse on a daily basis risking their lives to traverse sandy deserts and high seas. The following points are manifestations of what the PFDJ’s project of nation building and reconstruction project does look like:-

· 2/3 of the Eritrean population leaves in abject poverty. On a country basis Eritrea is regarded as one of the poorest countries in the world where the population lives under the constant threat of drought and starvation.

· In terms of economic growth Eritrea is regarded as one of the countries with the smallest economic growth rate, where the annual individual income fluctuates between 50 and 75 U.S dollar.
· Illiteracy rate in Eritrea constitutes 80%.

· Eritrea is one of the top countries in the world with high infant mortality rate, with the rate reaching to 45 infants in every 1000. 
· About one million people suffer from tuberculosis in Eritrea.
· There are about 30,000 patients living with HIV Aids in Eritrea.
· The individual income of every Eritrean from the gross domestic product of the country is no more than 60 US dollar per year. 
· The greatest part of the Eritrean population suffers from the shortage of the availability of safe and clean drinking water, which constitutes to only 6% of all the waters. For this reason the greatest part of the Eritrean population finds itself forced to drink contaminated river water, which led to the increase in patients with renal failure. 
The above mentioned problems being the challenges facing the Eritrean community, we believe that a genuine nation building project should focus on the following important points:-
· The Eritrean citizen should be the vehicle of the nation building project and at the same time the beneficiary of such projects. In an attempt to ensure this final objective he should be equipped with knowledge and trained in various fields of life.
· The project should be aimed at meeting the basic needs and necessities of life for the entire population. For-example; health-care, education, security, training, the creation of job opportunities for citizens…e.t.c. 
· Assigning the activities related to reconstruction to zonal or local administrative partners. Priority also should be given to rebuild those adversely affected regions on the first order.
· Ensuring the participation of family associations as important partners in reconstruction.
5. Land policies:-

Housing is not a very big problem today in Eritrea. But in the future, the fact that Eritrea’s arable land constitutes only 26% of the total area of Eritrea, it is surmised that land problem is going to be one of the main challenges to face the Eritrean community. The PFDJ’s destructive land polices and the impediments made by the regime on the returnees will likely diminish the possibility of mutual and peaceful coexistence with in the diverse Eritrean social groups and could likely have a disastrous result at last. Moslem lands are confiscated by the government and dolled out to Christians with the ultimate aim of empowering them economically and socially and there by secure their dominant political position. Never escaped our imagination that this plan is being implemented through the governments new demographic plans aimed at redrawing the population map. Previous experiences reveal it that questions that revolved around land, which signifies everything for human being, most likely produce a disastrous result at last. 
An agreed upon land policy should consist of the following important points:-

· Land should be regarded as the sole property of those who occupied it first.

· A government could take land from the people provided that:-
1. If the strip of land confiscated is aimed at building some thing which benefits the whole of society.

2. The owner of that strip of land should be paid indemnity. 
3. The process of confiscation should be done after a lively understanding and agreement.
Conclusion:-
At last we could aptly summarize the content of this research paper in to the following important points:-

· The future and continuity of Eritrea as a nation rests on securing the cultural and social rights of its diverse people.

· During the Era of struggle for independence priority had been reserved for national independence at any cost. Today the idea that priority should be given to the downfall of the dictatorial regime in Asmara is not the end and it should be rectified and put right along with other agendas. 
· It is completely erroneous to give a discussion priority to cultural and social rights or attempting to equate it with political rights.

· Eradicating the belief that, Eritrean-Eritrean problems could only be solved by the victory of one over the other for it only leads to a blood bath of mutual disaster of extinction with out trace.
· Peace, affluence, and prosperity could only be realized in societies who resort to peaceful way of conflict resolution.
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